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successful; but that it is a serious question whether such a purpose is 
sufficiently broad to meet the highest demands of an educational 
treatise. 

William C. Morey. 

A Short History of Roman Law. By Paul Frederic Girard, 
Professor of Roman Law in the Faculty of Law of the Uni- 
versity of Paris. Being the first part of his Manuel de Droit 
Romain. Translated (with the consent of the author and 
with his special additions and corrections) by Augustus 
Henry Frazer Lefroy, M.A. (Axon), Barrister-at-Law, Pro- 
fessor of Roman Law and General Jurisprudence in the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, and John Home Cameron, M.A., Associ- 
ate Professor of French in University College, Toronto. 
(Toronto: Canada Law Book Company. 1906. Pp.vi, 220.) 

All teachers of the Roman law and of historical jurisprudence 
will welcome this English version of the general part of Professor 
Girard's celebrated Manuel. That work, first published in 1895, 
has already run through several editions, and has been received 
with marked favor in Europe. Doubtless, it deserves the praise of 
Dr. Moyle, who in, 1903, pronounced it a "masterly treatise." The 
Short History, in the hands of a critical teacher, will prove a helpful 
supplementary handbook for a class in the Institutes or in historical 
jurisprudence. It is, of course, based on an independent investi- 
gation of the sources, which are minutely cited in the marginal notes; 
but it is very conservative, and the element of comparison is almost 
wholly lacking. 

The work opens with an admirable discussion of definitions and 
general principles. For the modern student, it is wisely insisted, 
the chief advantage of the study of Roman law consists, neither in 
the material which it provides for the practical understanding of 
existing laws, nor in the dialectical training afforded, but rather in 
its incomparable value as an instrument of historical education. 
The body of the text comprises four chapters. The first deals with 
the period of the "Kingship" including the Servian reforms; the 
second, with the "Republic." In general, much deference is paid 
to the views of Mommsen. For instance, the German historian's 
well known conclusions regarding the concilium plebis are accepted; 
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although, as Dr. Botsford is showing, those conclusions are not sus- 
tained by an exhaustive analysis of the sources. The dev / pment 
of the law under the " Empire" is treated in Chap. Ill whic* -; two 
sections, one on the "principate" and another on the "absolute 
monarchy. " In the fourth chapter, the book closes with a brief and 
very general account of the "Roman Law in the West." 

The work is at once a juridical and a constitutional history of 
Rome; and the author has defined his subject strictly, there being 
but slight deviation from the facts of Roman institutions. It is to 
be regretted that there isnot more comparisonjthat larger questions, 
such as the sources of equity and the praetor's edict, the origin and 
primitive significance of the legis actiones, or the influences of Roman 
jurisprudence in England, Germany and America, have not received 
adequate attention. However, the Short History has decided merit; 
and its value is enhanced by an appendix which includes the whole 
"general bibliography" which M. Girard has prefixed to his Manuel. 
Though by no means exhaustive, this is an excellent classified list of 
" original sources, " " commentaries, " and " auxiliary works of refer- 
ence. " 

George Elliott Howard. 

The Principles of the Administrative Law of the United States. 
By Frank J. Goodnow, LL.D. (New York: G. P. Putman's 
Sons. 1905. Pp. xxvii, 480.) Le droit administratif; edition 
francaise par Vauteur. Otto Mayer. 4 vols. Bibliotheque 
Internationale de droit public. (Paris: Giard et Briere, 1903, 
1904, 1905, 1906.) 

Two treatises with which the students of public law have been 
familiar for a number of years make their appearance in a new garb; 
Goodnow's Administrative Law in a condensed and revised edition, 
and Otto Mayer's Deutsches Verwaltungsrecht in a French trans- 
lation. 

Professor Goodnow has eliminated the comparative features of 
his earlier work and has made a corresponding change in the title of 
the book. This will enhance the usefulness of the treatise as a 
college text-book; for to the ordinary student an extended and yet 
necessarily inadequate study of three foreign systems of administra- 
tion is of problematical value. At the same time, the young and 



